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More than 13,000,000 vehicles pass over
the Delaware River Bridge each year. Some
of the oldest highways in America pass
through Philadelphia, reaching to both oceans
and to the northern and southern states of
the Atlantic seaboard.
Within the city special effort has been
made to solve transportation problems. On
Broad Street a six-mile subway is connected
with existing subways and elevated railroads.
It is possible to travel between the business
district and almost any section of the city
for a single fare.
General Description. The city extends for
twenty-two miles along the Delaware, and in
breadth from east to west it varies from six
to ten miles, its area being about 130 square
miles. The older part occupies the ground
between the Delaware and Schuylkill rivers;
it contains the business center and most of
the leading industrial establishments. The
streets run north and south and east and
west, Those parallel with the Delaware are
numbered and begin with the one nearest the
river. Those extending east and west are
named. Market Street, the chief business
thoroughfare running east and west, divides
the city into north and south sides, and Broad
Street, the chief north and south thorough-
fare, divides the portion between the rivers
into east and west sides. These two streets
intersect at the city hall. That part of the
city beyond the Schuylkill is known as West
Philadelphia. In the older part of the city
the streets are quite narrow, and in a few
of them street ears can run in only one
direction; but the residential sections and
the newer parts of the city have wider
thoroughfares.
Parks. The park system began with the
original plan of the city in the establish-
ment of numerous small parks, known as
squares. These are distributed throughout
the more densely populated sections, and
many of them are noteworthy for the beauty
of their trees, shrubbery and statuary. On
the south side of the city is League Island
Park, of 275 acres, adjoining the navy yard,
which is on an island of the same name. In
the heart of the city are found Jefferson
Square, Rittenhouse Square, which is in the
center of the best residential section; Wash-
ington Square, Independence Square, Frank-
lin Square, and Logan Square; but by far the
most important of the city's pleasure
grounds is Fairmount Park, containing near-
 ly 3,000 acres. This is located on the west
side of the city and is divided by the Schuyl-
kill into East Park and West Park. An-
other portion, extending- along the Wis-
sahickon is known as the Wissahickon Valley.
This is a deep ravine which has been pre-
served almost in its natural state.
Fairmount Park contains many objects
of historic interest. Among these is the cot-
tage of William Penn, the first brick build-
ing erected in Philadelphia, which has been
transferred from its original site, on Letitia
Street, near the river. On Lemon Hill is
the house in which Robert Morris lived dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, At the Green
Street entrance of the park is the Wash-
ington Monument, which was erected by the
Society of the Cincinnati at a cost of
$250,000. There are also a number of statues
of noted men, including those of Goethe,
Schiller, Columbus, Lincoln, Grant, Meade
and Garfield. This park contains many miles
of drives and boulevards and over ten miles
of bridle paths. In the southern portion
of the West Park was located the Cen-
tennial Exposition held in 1876. Two of
the original buildings, Horticultural Hall
and Memorial Hall, still remain. The former
contains a fine collection of tropical plants,
and the latter is now an art gallery and
museum. Adjoining this part of the park on
the south is a zoological garden, which con-
tains one of the finest collections of animals
in America. The parks cover about 6,400
acres; in addition there are 45 playgrounds
and recreation centers and 39 open air swim-
ming pools.
Buildings. Philadelphia contains a num-
ber of buildings of historic interest, and these
have been carefully preserved. Carpenter's
Hall, on Chestnut Street, between Third and
Fourth, is a plain two-story brick structure,
in which the First Continental Congress met
in 1774. Independence Hall, around which,
cluster the most interesting associations, is
on Chestnut, between Fifth and Sixth streets.
It contains many of the articles of furniture
used by the old Congress and by the Con-
stitutional Convention, as well as the old
Liberty Bell which was rung- at the passage
of the Declaration of Independence. The
Betsy Ross house, on Arch Street above Sec-
ond, is the house in which the first American
flag was made. The old London Coffee
House, which in Revolutionary times was
frequented by the leading men of the city

